[Appendectomies by celioscopy. Results in 78 patients].
The recent development of laparoscopic surgery has included the treatment of acute appendicitis. We report our results after three years' experience of this type of surgery. We have operated on 78 patients (54 men, 44 women) mean age 28.9 years, suspected of varying degrees of acute appendicitis. The operation was completely carried out by laparoscopy on 71 occasions, including treatment of an abscess in 4 cases and peritonitis in 4 cases (3 of which were sub-mesocolic and one was generalised). The laparoscopy was transformed into laparotomy in 7 cases, 4 of which were due to difficulties of appendix dissection. Mortality was zero. Four complications occurred: 2 minute infections of the trocar hole, one more severe parietal infection which was a cause of readmission and antibiotic treatment, one "syndrome of the fifth day". In conclusion, laparoscopic appendicectomy appears to be quite feasible in the majority of cases, particularly when the appendix is ectopic, with marked abdominal thickening and peritoneal reaction. The postoperative course is uneventful. The laparoscopic technique is very comfortable for the patient during the postoperative period. This technique is becoming increasingly feasible with the operator's experience, and this appears to us to constitute good training for any form of laparoscopic surgery.